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DOWELL HOME 
“WE ARE LESS 

THAN FOUR 

MONTHS 

AWAY...FROM 

KITALE.” 

THE COUNTDOWN TO KITALE IS 

GROWING SHORTER 

It’s good to be home. On March 14th, we arrived back in Kisumu after our six-
week visit to the U.S. We are so grateful for safe travel to and from the U.S. and 
with an infant who travels well! After a short stop in Nairobi for our three-month 
checkup and immunizations (ouch!), we made it back home to Kisumu – happy 
to be able to sleep in our own beds. Our time in the U.S. was definitely 
bittersweet, but we are so grateful for the time we got to spend with family and 
friends. We returned refreshed and ready for the work ahead. We are also so 
happy that Brenda (Jonathan’s mom) returned to Kenya with us and will be 
staying with us for one month. We are so excited! Brenda is very much looking 
forward to spending this month with Madison, but we’re pretty sure spending time 
with us is also at least a close second. We are so looking forward to making 
some special memories together during this time, and we are grateful for her 
willingness to come and stay with us and help out with Madison during our very 
busy month ahead. 

Above: The donated 

facility in Kitale 

Below: Jonathan’s mom 

arrives with us in Kenya 



In late March, the Gibbs (our Executive 
Directors) arrived for a brief visit, and we 
are always glad to see them. There is so 
much up ahead for us at Agape this year, 
so the chance to spend time with more of 
our team together in one place will be very 
useful. Along with the Gibbs, the Corbitts 
arrived in Kisumu around the same time as 
the Gibbs. The Corbitts are prayerfully 
considering taking on the position of 
Executive Directors after the Gibbs 
transition out of the role. We are looking 
forward to getting to know the Corbitts 
better during their stay and showing them 
more of Agape’s operations on the ground 
in Kenya. While both the Corbitts and 
Gibbs are here, we will also be making a 
trip together to Kitale. It will be their first 
opportunity to see the property that Agape 
will take over from July 1st of this year. 
These few days in Kitale will be a great 
opportunity to dream, plan, and prayerfully 
consider what God has in store for the 
Agape-Kitale location this year. 

The Kitale location opening is getting 
closer and closer. We are less than four 
months away from taking possession of the 
property in Kitale. We will tentatively have 
around 45 staff members, from cooks to 
guards to counselors to teachers and 
everything in between. We are looking to 
bring a few key staff members from 
Kisumu and promote them to a manager or 
supervisor role in the Kitale location and 
then hire for the remaining positions 
locally. During the last weeks of March, we 
interviewed some Agape Kisumu staff who 
applied for a transfer position to the Agape-

Kitale location. For us, it’s exciting to see a 
potential team start to form.  

For our family, we’re starting the process of 
looking for a home to rent in Kitale. As the 
year continues, we will be making more 
frequent and longer visits to Kitale, so we 
would love to find a place early on and 
start the process of moving the things we 
need. Our hope is to be able to keep our 
house in Kisumu and sublet it to friends, as 
we anticipate our move to Kitale is 
temporary. Please be in prayer for us as 
we look for the right place for our family to 
land. We’ve also already formed good 
relationships with the missionary 
community in Kitale, and we look forward 
to those friendships continuing to grow as 
we spend more and more time there.  

Madison continues to grow and change so 
much and so fast! She is working on 
holding that heavy head of hers up straight 
and loves “standing” on those strong legs. 
She loves people and new activities and is 
a big fan of huge smiles and giggles. She 
loves playing and “talking” as long as she’s 
not too hungry. She is tall for her age, but 
hasn’t gained as much weight as we 
hoped, so we still need to wake her up 
every three hours (even during the night) to 
make sure she eats. This is pretty killer on 
mom and dad since we haven’t really had 
more than 3 hours of sleep at one time for 
three months. But, until this little one gets a 
little more weight on her, the sleepless 
nights will continue. I’m pretty sure that 
when we get the green light to let her sleep 
as long as she can, she will be an 

EXCELLENT sleeper. We are very much 
looking forward to those days! 

Thank you so much for your kind words,  
e-mails, encouragements, and prayers for 
our family as we continue to process and 
grieve the loss of Jonathan’s father, Virgil. 
Your messages have meant so much to all 
of us. We are grateful for a community of 
people supporting us. We didn’t get to see 
many non-relatives during our stay in the 
U.S., and we apologize if we didn’t get to 
meet up with you this time. Thank you for 
understanding our need and desire to 
make this past trip to the U.S. more family-
focused. We look forward to being able to 
share with you next month more of the 
progress going on in Kitale, including 
pictures of the location that will be opening 
in July. Just this afternoon, two of our staff 
who are currently in Kitale for planning 
meetings were able to rescue a 6-year-old 
girl off the streets of Kitale and help her get 
back home. We know the need in Kitale is 
massive, and we know God has big plans 
to use Agape and our 
staff to make an impact 
in the lives of those 
children on the streets 
and their families. We 
covet your continued 
prayers, that we would 
be sensitive to God’s 
leading as we move 
forward in Kitale. 
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In love,   

Special Note from AGAPE:  

!ƎŀǇŜΩǎ ƳŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǘŘŀǘŜŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
ƻŶŎŜΦ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǿ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜƭȅΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ 
ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘǿƻ ƳŀƛƭƛƴƎǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜŶŎƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻǎǘ-ŜũŜŎǝǾŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ 
ŀƴŘ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ƭŜǎǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƳŀƛƭƛƴƎǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǎŀǾŜ ƻƴ 
ǇƻǎǘŀƎŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊǎ ōȅ ŜƳŀƛƭΦ Wǳǎǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ƻŶŎŜ ŀǘ όнлфύ рпо-фнрр ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ YŀǝŜ ŀǘ ƪŀǝŜϪŀƎŀǇŜŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦƻǊƎΦ 



Debit/Credit Card Authorization 

  Ä Visa        Ä Mastercard 

Name on Card:______________________________________ 

Number:__________-__________-__________-___________ 

Exp. Date: _________/_________ V Code: _______________ 

Billing Zip Code:_________________________ 

Please deduct a one time gift of $___________ 

Please deduct:$________________ monthly 

Ä Monthly on the 5th or 20th (circle one) 

Ä For ______ months 

I/we hereby authorize Agape Children’s Ministry to initiate charges and to initiate, if necessary, adjustment entries  

for any errors to my/our bank account listed here. This authority will remain in force and effect until Agape Children’s 

Ministry has received written notification from me/or either of us, of its termination in such time and in such manner  

Automatic Bank Debit (ACH) 

Bank Name:  ___________________________________   Branch:  ________________________ 

   

City: ________________________________________ State: _______ Zip: __________________ 

   

Transit/ABA No. ___________________________  Account No. ___________________________ 

______________________________________           _______________________ 

  
(Authorized Signature)                        (Date) 

Mailing Address: 

Name:   __________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________ 

City:  _____________________________________ State: _________  

Zip: _________________ Phone: _____________________________ 

E-mail Address: ___________________________________________  

Payment Type:  

Ä Check  

Ä Money Order  

 

Please make payable to:   

 

Agape Childrenõs Ministry 

 PO Box 5062 

Modesto, CA 95352-5062 

 

Ministry Support for:  

Ä General Fund 

Ä Kitanda Project 

Ä Partners for Hope 

Ä Jonathan & Andrea Dowell 

Ä Blake & Esther Gibbs 

Ä Chris & Tammy Page 

Ä Steve & Dianne Warn  

$_________ 

$_________ 

$_________ 

$_________ 

$_________ 

$_________ 

$_________ 

 

Total $_________ 


