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Agapeôs Big Dreams for 2016 
This year, Agape has big dreams.  One of them is to start exploring and praying about whether God 
would have us start a branch of Agape in another city besides Kisumu.  As we begin exploring this 
exciting opportunity, we want to proceed strategically in order to truly identify if this is where the Lord is 
leading and where would be the most impactful place for a new Agape branch.  Part of this entails 
taking a census on the streets of Kisumu.  We want to have a clear picture of what is going on in our 
streets and work to create a census tool that is useful and gives us the accurate information.  Then, 
after perfecting the tool here in Kisumu, the city we know, we can use it to glean valuable information 
about prospective cities.  For the last few weeks, weôve been working hard on gathering this 
information and perfecting our tool on the streets of Kisumu. 

Jonathan sat with our resident Kisumu street experts, our 
Outreach team, to gather as much information as he could in 
order to create a clear map.  Our Outreach Team walks the 
streets every weekday, checking in with different ñbasesò of 
children, leading Bible studies on the streets, and identifying 
children who are new to the streets and bringing them to 
Agape if they are willing.  The Outreach Team truly has a 
deep understanding of the dangers and risks and factors 
that have a big impact on street children.  They helped us 
map out all of the bases in the city, the danger level of each 
base, organizations that work with street children, and also 
other factors that are enabling children to stay comfortably 
on the streets longer, like people or businesses that feed 
children directly on the streets.  Weôve even sent teams of 
our staff out at night in order to get a picture of what the 
streets are like in the evening hours.  Our goal is to really 



understand what things look like here in order to have a 
baseline for the same surveys we will be doing in other 
cities in Kenya. 

There is heartbreak in all of this information and in the 
pictures that the survey team brings back.  Street life is so 
dangerous and so difficult.  Some of the children are so 
small and young, and the reality of what goes on in the 
streets is unimaginable.  I look at their faces and I just 
canôt understand why this life on the streets ï a life where 
they are constantly at risk, searching for food, begging for 
money ï I wonder what makes this life desirable.  I see 
faces of boys who have come to Agape and jumped the 
fence, faces of boys who were successfully reintegrated 
home and then chose to return to street life.  My heart 
breaks knowing many of these faces are choosing to be 
on the streets, choosing this difficult and dangerous life for 
themselves.  I want a different life and a different reality for 
them.  I pray for those children on the streets, that God 
would work in their heart and they would truly know the 
transformational power of the love of God. 

But even though there is heartbreak, there is also some 
positive news.  In our evening surveys, Agape staff 
identified approximately 120 children (under 18) on the 
streets.  Five years ago, the number was estimated to be 
between 800-1000.  This is a huge praise!  God is doing 
many things through Agape and other organizations that 
are also doing great work with street children.  A vast 
majority of the children identified on the streets at night are 
known to Agape, and only about half are in our target age 
range (around 15 years old or younger).  Even though it is 
hard to celebrate when there are still children on the 
streets, we are still encouraged by the drastic reduction in 
numbers. 

It is exciting for us to consider what God has in store for 
Agape in 2016.  We are praying daily that God would lead 
us and guide us and clearly show us if and when He would 
have us replicate Agapeôs model.  God is doing some 
amazing things in the life of these street children in 
Kisumu, and we look forward to seeing what He will do in 
other cities in Kenya.  Please join us in prayer for Godôs 
leading and direction for Agape in 2016!   
 
In Love, 
 
Jonathan and Andrea Dowell 
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tǊŀȅŜǊ wŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ 

¶ tǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ !ƎŀǇŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎŜŜƪ DƻŘΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
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¶ tǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ !ƎŀǇŜ ǎǘŀũ ŀƴŘ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ 
ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ōǳǎȅ ȅŜŀǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ŜȄǘǊŀ 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōǳǎȅ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΦ  tǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ 
ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΣ ŜƴŘǳǊŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǎŘƻƳΦ 
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Mailing Address: 

Name:   __________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________ 

City:  _____________________________________ State: _________  

Zip: _________________ Phone: _____________________________ 

E-mail Address: ___________________________________________  

Ä  Yes! I would like to receive newsletters by e-mail. 

Save a stamp.  Donate online: www.agapechildren.org 

Payment Type:  

Ä Check  

Ä Money Order  
 

Please make payable to:   
 

�$�J�D�S�H���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\ 
 PO Box 5062 

Modesto, CA 95352-5062 
 

Ä Credit Card 

 Ä Visa        Ä Mastercard 

 

See reverse for Credit Card 
Information or to set up Automatic 
Payments. 

Ministry Support for:  

Ä General Fund 

Ä Agape Girls 

Ä Kitanda Project 

Ä Partners for Hope 

Ä Jonathan & Andrea Dowell 

Ä Blake & Esther Gibbs 

Ä Jeremy & Leslie Hamilton 

Ä Eric & Lisa Kjeldgaard 

Ä Chris & Tammy Page 

Ä Steve & Dianne Warn  

$_________ 

$_________ 

$_________ 

$_________ 

$_________ 

$_________ 

$_________ 

$_________ 

$_________ 

$_________ 

Total $_________ 

Debit/Credit Card Authorization 

  Ä Visa        Ä Mastercard 

Name on Card:______________________________________ 

Number:__________-__________-__________-___________ 

Exp. Date: _________/_________ V Code: _______________ 

Billing Zip Code:_________________________ 

Please deduct a one time gift of $___________ 

Please deduct:$________________ monthly 

Ä Monthly on the 5th or 20th (circle one) 

Ä For ______ months 

Ä Until I contact you to discontinue 

Effective date:__________________________ 

Signature:________________________________ 

�,���Z�H���K�H�U�H�E�\���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�H���$�J�D�S�H���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\���W�R���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�H���F�K�D�U�J�H�V���D�Q�G���W�R���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�H�����L�I���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\�����D�G�M�X�V�W�P�H�Q�W���H�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� 
�I�R�U���D�Q�\���H�U�U�R�U�V���W�R���P�\���R�X�U���E�D�Q�N���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���O�L�V�W�H�G���K�H�U�H�����7�K�L�V���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���Z�L�O�O���U�H�P�D�L�Q���L�Q���I�R�U�F�H���D�Q�G���H�I�I�H�F�W���X�Q�W�L�O���$�J�D�S�H���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V��
Ministry has received written notification from me/or either of us, of its termination in such time and in such manner  
�D�V���W�R���D�I�I�R�U�G���$�J�D�S�H���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\���D���U�H�D�V�R�Q�D�E�O�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���D�F�W���R�Q���L�W�� 

Automatic Bank Debit (ACH) 

Bank Name:  ___________________________________   Branch:  ________________________ 
   

City: ________________________________________ State: _______ Zip: __________________ 
   

Transit/ABA No. ___________________________  Account No. ___________________________ 
   

Please deduct $_________ monthly on 5th / 20th (circle one)  Effective date:__________________ 
 

**Please include a check marked VOID with this completed form** 

______________________________________           _______________________ 

  
(Authorized Signature)                        (Date) 

�,�W���L�V���$�J�D�S�H���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\�¶�V���S�R�O�L�F�\���W�R���H�Q�G�H�D�Y�R�U���W�R���D�E�L�G�H���E�\���'�R�Q�R�U���L�Q�W�H�Q�W���R�U���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�G���S�U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���D�V���W�R���K�R�Z���D���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�Lon will be utilized.  In accordance with IRS Regulations, Agape 
Board of Directors has final control and discretion in how all non-�U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�H�G���I�X�Q�G�V���D�U�H���X�V�H�G���L�Q���S�X�U�V�X�L�W���R�I���$�J�D�S�H�¶�V���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���Wax exempt purpose. 


