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We echo Paulôs words in Philippians 1:21: ñFor 
to me (us) to live is Christ, and to die is gainò. 

It is a gift from start to finish  

SPIRITUAL EQUALITY OF ALL COLORS 

After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could 
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood 
before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 
palms in their hands; And they cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation 
to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. 
Revelation 7:9-10  
Wow, what a scene to behold!  

THERE IS ONLY ONE RACE, THE HUMAN RACE.  

In the early 70ôs, I attended a memorable retreat for Christian prison 
volunteers at Asilomar Conference Grounds near Monterey. The reason 
it sticks out so vividly is that Eldridge Cleaver, a former Black Panther, 
was among us that entire week. He and I had some good 
conversations, and he ended up giving me a copy of his then-recent 
book, Soul on Fire. Of course his first one, Soul on Ice was not that 
edifying but clearly described a lot of frustration, anger and hate.  

Eldridge signed his name on the front with, ñall are created equal in sin.ò  

Over the years itôs become very clear to me that the problem is not skin 
but sin and thatôs why the Lord Jesus Christ was obedient and went to 
the cross to pay the debt that you and I owe. The good news is that the 
Lord Jesus Christ died as a substitute for sinners. God is not willing that 
any should perish. Jesus paid the debt that we owed by dying in our 
place. He took the full force of Godôs judgment on Himself so that 
forgiveness could be offered to us. All this is quite undeserved by us.  
It is a gift from start to finish. 

EXCITING ANSWER TO PRAYER 

Speaking of Jesusô gift of new life, it is exciting to see the fulfillment of a 
prayer that dates back at least five years to when we were getting ready 
to close down the Drop-In Center. We prayed that a church would be 
developed and take over the facility. That was answered when Calvary 
Chapel Lakeside took over the grounds, but it didnôt stop there. This 
past Sunday I had the privilege of participating in the commissioning 
and sending out of two Maasai men and their families to plant a church 
in the Trans Mara area of Kenya (a large area with very few churches).  

Like when a child is born, they are normally complete but not mature. A 
lot of things and a lot of people have to help so the child reaches 
ñmaturity.ò In fulfilling the promise of Matthew 28:18-20, the Lord has 
done it again. HALLELUJAH! 


