
HAPPY NEW YEAR 
FROM THE MCINTIRE FAMILY

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” 
declares the Lord. “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” Isaiah 55:8-9 
With Agape, we send our newsletter text and pictures to the stateside office 
one month prior for formatting and editing. So, for our January newsletter… I 
am sitting in December, preparing my heart for the nearing day of Christmas 
and cementing the memories of 2019 into my mind; while trying to think into 
the new year.

For devotions with the kids this month, we have been reading an advent book 
called “Jotham’s Journey.” The book takes many twists and turns following a 
child who ran from his father after disobeying him, and his journey to find his 
family. Along the way, Jotham learns the depth and price of his sin, the grace 
and mercy that the Lord offers through Jesus Christ, and the value of loving 
others. Many times in this story there are turns of events that don’t seem to 
make sense. I figure that is how it also felt for those waiting for the Messiah, 
and then he came… as a baby?!?! But also, as we read I can see this in our 
personal story, and I know many others can relate at times. The events in our 
lives seem confusing and uncertain, and yet we take the next step the Lord 
places in front of us and we wait to see how HIS PLANS will come together. 

So, as January sets in we think of it all. The loss of PNG, the confusion of 
change, the open doors with Agape, the grace from so many to support 
and love us as we moved to Kenya. Now, here we are ready to continue to 
take each next step and yet look back, seeing exactly why the change, why 
this course to get here! The Lord’s plans ARE greater; we could have never 
dreamed this up, we learned what we needed to learn in years prior to place 
us here at this time for His purpose. As we leave 2019 the confusion clears, 
clarity sets in, and we are reminded of His greatness, grace, provision, and 
“more than we can ask or imagine” plans and purposes. Truly, only by His 
grace are we here.

We can see the Lord’s perfect timing as our family begins to feel at home in 
Kitale. 2020 is a year of “Same mission, Bigger vision” for Agape. We hope 
you were able to read the December Quarterly Newsletter, which highlighted 
Agape’s growth: teaching other child-based care organizations the Agape 
Model and prayerfully considering opening another Agape Child Reunification 
Centre in Nakuru. In addition to these two big visions for 2020, the other two 
missionary families will be returning to the states for furloughs this year. With 
our family settled and Ryan being ready to launch into the role of director, we 
can free up the Dowell family – who previously directed the Kitale campus – 
to move full time into their roles of Agape Model consulting. 

December has been a month of celebrating; Kylah turned TEN, Christmas 
(how it brings us so much joy!), a new year coming, and, each one of you! 
Thank you for your love and support. We are looking forward to the journey 
2020 will bring.
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We are so happy 
to see Logan 

making friends 
in the local 
community

Maisie is getting 
so big...which 

means she wants 
to be part of 

EVERYTHING you 
are doing!

Spending Kylah’s 
10th birthday 
looking for hippos 
on Lake Victoria

In His Love,  The McIntires



Why Our Stats Look Smaller This Year:

EXPANSION FUND:

Agape Children’s Ministry
PO Box 5062
Modesto, CA 95352
209.543.9255
Agapechildren.org
agapekids@agapechildren.org

Our stats have changed! Instead of showing our stats at the end 
of the year in an Annual Impact Report, we have decided to keep 
an ongoing monthly impact report in the newsletter and online. 
We also decided to focus not only on the number of successfully 
reunited families, but to show the full number of reunited 

families. Not all of our cases are successful. Sometimes 
children run away from home after reintegration and 

back to the streets, and we continue to work to 
restore them to home. But this new methodology 

for calculating our impact provides a better 
perspective of the overall scale of our 

work. In addition to the change of 
how we present the data, we 

have decided to include 
only the last ten years of 
operations, as some of our 

early data is not as consistent. 
Each month we will feature this new 

impact report to help keep all of you up 
to date on the impact we are having here 

in Kenya. We hope you enjoy this new monthly 
look at our progress!

Same Mission. Bigger Vision.

Want your gifts to go specifically 
towards expansion projects? We 
have a new fund opportunity on 
our website that will be used 
towards opening new Agape centers 
(including a possible new location in 
Nakuru), helping other organizations 
transition to the Agape Model, and 
so much more! Find out how at 
agapechildren.org/expansion

Love, the Team at Agape
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