
COVID TRAVEL UPDATES 
FROM KENYA

Since Covid-19 restrictions began in March, Kenya’s government has imposed 
strict laws and regulations in the attempt to stymie the spread of the virus: mask 
requirements, curfews, closure of bars and restaurants, shutdown of international 
and domestic air travel, the blockade of Mombasa and Nairobi. Considering the 
high numbers of Kenyans with compromised immune systems and the nation’s 
relative lack of ventilators and other forms of respiratory care, the heavy restrictions 
seemed like a wise path to take. Going into July, Kenya’s positivity percentages 
were increasing, as were the numbers of new infections. So, we were shocked 
when Kenya’s president opted last month to remove the majority of the nation’s 
Covid-19 restrictions, pressing the public to be responsible individually to stem the 
spread of the virus. The most notable change seen in the past month is the removal 
of the blockades of Nairobi and Mombasa and the resumption of domestic and 
international air travel. Even more shocking was when Kenya announced that they 
would allow travel from the United States (though, initially the US wasn’t on the 
list). Everyone genuinely believed that travel to Kenya from the United States would 
be delayed until 2021. So, how do these changes affect the Pages and Agape?

Our fellow Agape missionaries, the Dowells, went back to the US in February 
for a planned 3-month furlough but found themselves “stuck” in the US when 
international travel shutdown in March. With the lifting of Kenya’s international 
travel ban, the Dowells were able to book their return tickets to Kenya and hope to 
be back on the ground on this side of the world in September. The Dowells’ return 
to Kenya opens up an opportunity for our family to travel back to the US from 
October to December. Our window for international travel is pretty narrow as we 
look to get Sutton settled back in the US for college and then to return to Kenya to 
get Connor settled at Rift Valley Academy (RVA) in January 2021. Who knows what 
next summer looks like? Once Connor graduates from RVA in July 2021, our family 
may be coming back to the US again to get her settled in the US for college. Things 
get really busy as your children get older! Schools in Kenya are closed until January 
2021, so Seth, Lyla, Cole, and Emma will continue homeschooling throughout 
2020. We’re hoping that Cole and Emma can also continue with their schooling at 
Braeburn in January 2021. Please pray with us about all of these travel plans. Our 
biggest worry is that we’ll get stuck in the US due to future travel bans associated 
with Covid-19, but we know that God’s in control!

Meanwhile, shifts in governmental regulations have not changed much for Agape. 
In July, we requested approval from the government for Agape to temporarily 
house rescued street children for one night with the goal of reintegrating these 
children back home the next day. Unfortunately, our request was denied. Back 
in March, a high-level Kenyan government officer ordered the reintegration of all 
children in orphanages and children’s institutions, and because this order has yet 
to be rescinded, local government officials fear contradicting the order. So, Agape 
continues to focus its efforts on street outreach and direct reintegration of children 
from the streets. In July, we also began using rental vans to conduct home visits to 
the 1,600+ reintegrated children and families within Agape’s program. Our social 
workers have been so happy to be back in the field again! Due to the increased 
strain upon our reintegrated families during Covid-19, we’ve also begun designing 
new family strengthening programs that we hope to implement in October. 
All combined, we will be hiring 12 new employees who will be focused upon 
strengthening families through evangelism, discipleship, counseling, and economic 
empowerment. Please pray with us as we build these programs and teams!
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A righteous man who walks in his integrity — How blessed are his 
sons after him. Proverbs 20:7

As a seasoned ministry of family reintegration, Agape has reunited 
over 3,300 children with their families in the past decade. Most 
of these children, 75%, are still with their family 5 years after 
reintegration. This long-term success shows that the 4 Rs of the 
Agape Model are positively impacting Kenyan families with the good 
news of Jesus and His transformative love. The thousands of home 
visits we make to 1,600+ actively reintegrated children and families in 
700+ communities is proving to be effective. Our area of influence is 
broad, and we see a huge opportunity to strengthen Kenyan families 
with the truth of God’s Word. 

Long-term success of 75% is wonderful, but it also means that 
25% of the children are still troubled and running away after 
reintegration. The Agape board and missionaries want to prioritize 
this 25% by increasing our ministry in the communities where each 
child is reintegrated. We believe that if we can improve our family-
strengthening efforts spiritually and financially in the community, 
we can not only increase the number of children who stay with 
their reunited families, but we may help prevent other children from 
running away and becoming street children.

We will be adding two additional ministries under reintegration:

Family Strengthening – With this we will provide and train additional 
staff for pastoral care and counseling in the community. These 
community pastors will be trained by our missionaries and campus 
pastor and will work to connect our Agape families with a Christian 
pastor in their community and provide family counseling. The campus 
pastor will also work to disciple the local community churches in 
family care. One huge goal is to encourage the local church to take 
greater biblical responsibility for these families.

Family Empowerment – Many of the children in the 25% who 
return to the streets do so because of lack of food and other 
provisions due to extreme poverty. Agape will be adding a few staff 
members to assist our Agape families with gardening and family 
business development, so that families may better meet the food 
and educational needs that cause children to return to the streets. 
We want to invest a small amount of seed money toward family 
businesses (raising chickens or rabbits or providing tools needed 
for a trade skill, etc.) Empowering the family to be financially and 
sustainably secure will materially increase the number of children who 
stay home.

Your prayers and support are the foundation of this great work of 
God for children and families in Kenya. We believe the critical work of 
Agape Children’s Ministry in Kenya will shape care reform throughout 
Africa and the world for decades to come. Thank you so much for your 
financial support!

Blessings,

In early July, one of our good friends in Kisumu, Lin 
Johnson, was hospitalized with a terrible infection in 
her lower leg. After three surgeries, she’s been left 
with a huge wound that requires ongoing treatment. 
Skin graft surgery was scheduled for earlier this 
week, but the procedure was delayed after Lin was 
diagnosed with pneumonia. Because of her age and 
medical condition, Lin requires 24-hour care, and 
Kisumu’s missionary community has rallied around Lin 
to cover both her medical expenses and her ongoing 
care. It has been such a blessing to see the body of 
Christ working in unity together! Please pray for Lin’s 

health and for those who are caring for her.

Thank you so much for your love, prayers, and 
support; we are so fortunate to have friends and 
family who love the Lord and partner with us in this 
work!  

FAMILY STRENGTHENING: 
THE KEY TO CHILDREN 
STAYING HOME 
by Wesley Corbitt, Executive Director

Wesley & Pam Corbitt
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Mailing Address: 
Name:   __________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________ 

City:  _____________________________________ State: _________  

Zip: _________________ Phone: _____________________________ 

E-mail Address: ___________________________________________  

�  Yes! I would like to receive newsletters by e-mail. 
Save a stamp.  Donate online: agapechildren.org  

 Payment Type:  

� Check  
� Money Order  
 

Please make payable to:   
 

Agape Children’s Ministry 
 PO Box 5062 

Modesto, CA 95352-5062 
 

� Credit Card 
 � Visa        � Mastercard 
 

See reverse for Credit Card 
Information or to set up Automatic 
Payments. 

 

Debit/Credit Card Authorization 
  � Visa        � Mastercard 

Name on Card:______________________________________ 

Number:__________-__________-__________-___________ 

Exp. Date: _________/_________ V Code: _______________ 

Billing Zip 
Code:_________________________ 

Please deduct a one time gift of $___________ 
Please deduct:$________________ monthly 
� Monthly on the 5th or 20th (circle one) 
� For ______ months 

� Until I contact you to discontinue 
Effective date:__________________________ 

I/we hereby authorize Agape Children’s Ministry to initiate charges and to initiate, if necessary, adjustment entries  
for any errors to my/our bank account listed here. This authority will remain in force and effect until Agape Children’s 
Ministry has received written notification from me/or either of us, of its termination in such time and in such manner  
as to afford Agape Children’s Ministry a reasonable opportunity to act on it. 

Automatic Bank Debit (ACH) 
Bank Name:  ___________________________________   Branch:  ________________________ 
   
City: ________________________________________ State: _______ Zip: __________________ 
   
Transit/ABA No. ___________________________  Account No. ___________________________ 
   
Please deduct $_________ monthly on 5th / 20th (circle one)  Effective date:__________________ 
 

**Please include a check marked VOID with this completed form** 

______________________________________           _______________________ 

  (Authorized Signature)                        (Date) 

It is Agape Children’s Ministry ’s policy to endeavor to abide by Donor intent or designated preference as to how a contribution will be utilized.  In accordance with IRS Regulations, Agape 
Board of Directors has final control and discretion in how all non-restricted funds are used in pursuit of Agape’s established tax exempt purpose. 

Ministry Support for: 

 � General Fund
 � Reunite a Family
 � Kitanda Project
 � Jonathan & Andrea Dowell
 � Chris & Tammy Page 
 � Ryan & Tamarah McIntire
 � Cheryl Insua

$________
$________
$________
$________
$________
$________
$________

Total:  $________


