
Happy New Year from the Dowells! 
We had a wonderful time celebrating 
Christmas and New Year’s together 
in Kenya. But of course, the biggest 
news for our family this month is the 
addition of Sophia Rae, who if all goes 
according to plan, will join us January 
15th. We are so excited for this 
addition to our family. Our doctor and 
hospital are here in Kisumu, and we 
are so much looking forward to being 
closer to “home” this time. Madison 
was born in Nairobi, which was an 
amazing experience, but we were 
excited to learn about a new doctor 
and new hospital in Kisumu where 
other missionaries have had very 
positive experiences. For our family, it 
will be MUCH easier from a logistics 
perspective to be closer to home. This 
will help Madison stick to more of 
her “routine” and allow Jonathan to 
move easily back and forth between 
home and hospital. We look forward 
to sharing more about her arrival and 
photos in our newsletter next month!

In December, we moved into our new 
home, and we’ve been busy settling 
in ever since. We feel so excited to 
be back in Kisumu and settling into a 

home where we feel we will stay more 
long-term. It’s nice to be able to hang 
photos, decorate, and build furniture, 
knowing that this will be our home 
for the foreseeable future. It has been 
such a healthy thing for our family to 
be able to put down deeper roots and 
make this house our home.

Jonathan continues to take some time 
on sabbatical, but continues to dive in 
with the software development team 
on some projects they are working on 
related to Agape. He loves the team 
he is working with and is enjoying 
that creative outlet. He also has been 
busy getting house projects done and 
getting our family and home ready 
for the new arrival. Andrea jumped 
into work with Agape Model Solutions 
and loves her time diving in with the 
incredible team of five consultants. 
This team is doing such good work 
traveling around and have developed 
a partnership with 40 organizations 
(of all sizes) around Kenya who are 
learning and growing thanks to their 
help and teaching. It has been such 
a gift to spend the last ten weeks 
closely connected to the work and 
getting to sit in on some of the 

trainings our staff did on Zoom as well 
as in person at our partner locations. 
What a heart these staff have for 
sharing with others all that God has 
taught Agape through the years!  
These five staff collectively represent 
over 50+ years of time working at 
Agape in multiple roles, and so they 
are the right people to walk alongside 
their peers in other organizations as 
they learn new ways to better care 
for the children in their homes and 
facilities.  

We are thankful for each and every 
one of you and are looking forward 
to sharing more about the arrival of 
Sophia Rae in our next newsletter.  
Be in prayer for our family for all of 
the big adjustments ahead!  Pray 
for wisdom, strength, patience, and 
supernatural rest. We look forward to 
sharing more next 
month!

In love,

January
2 0 2 1

the Dowells 

DOWELL HOME



Agape Children’s Ministry
PO Box 5062

Modesto, CA 95352
209.543.9255

Agapechildren.org
agapekids@agapechildren.org

2020 was definitely a different and challenging year. The 
Kenyan government required all child care facilities to shut 
down, believing this would help slow the spread of Covid-19. 
Though this was perhaps not the most effective solution, we 
complied with orders, and on March 18, 2020 we closed the 
rehabilitation work on campus and reintegrated all our children 
with their families. We moved some of our rehab team to 
street rescue ministry and continued to rescue children from 
the streets, directly reintegrating them with their families or 
temporary foster situations until biological family could be 
found. Reintegration without rehabilitation and full assessment 
of the family situation is not ideal, but we believe it is much 
better than the hurt and abuse of being on the streets.

We are very hopeful that 2021 will allow us to return to full 
rehabilitation services with family counseling and family 
assessment. The Department of Children Services (DCS) 
allowed children to return to our Kisumu campus on 
December 28, 2020 with two requirements – a negative 
Covid test and a court committal to our care for every 
child rescued. However, these requirements are impossible 
to meet. If a child cannot stay on campus until a negative 
result, where can that child stay while waiting for that 
result? Many times it takes weeks to locate a child’s family, 
a requirement for court committal. DCS has relaxed the 
negative test, praise God, but not the court committal. 
Even if we can locate a child’s family, the courts are 
closed until February. Please pray the DCS will remove the 
court committal requirement. In the past we have always 
obtained it, but not before bringing a child on campus. We 
currently have two boys and four girls on campus. This is 
a praise, but the population of children on the streets is 
rising again, and we need full operational ability to rescue 
these children and meet their needs.

Kitale campus, being located in a different county, has been 
allowed to reopen without the above restrictions as long as 
all staff working have tested negative for Covid-19. They did, 
praise the Lord! We are now waiting on the Ministry of Health 
(MOH) to certify the results. Certification by the MOH was the 
only requirement of DCS in this county. The MOH has had the 
test results for several weeks, but has not yet certified. Please 
pray that they will see the damage their delay is causing for 
children on the streets and will quickly certify the results. 

This summer Agape ceased using public transportation to 
visit reintegrated children and instead used rental vehicles in 
order to better protect our staff. Public transportation puts 
15 people in a 10-passenger vehicle, making these vehicles 
breeding grounds for Covid-19. Using rental vehicles increases 
the reintegration cost of child and family visits exponentially, 
but it is the right thing to do. Doctors in Kenya are expecting a 
spike in Covid cases due to Christmas travel, so we will need to 
continue to use rental vehicles for staff to visit our children and 
families. We will also be increasing the number of reintegration 
visits in the first six months of 2021 to provide the care and 
counseling that was missed while our campuses were closed. 
Please pray for God’s provision for this added expense in 2021.

Our added family strengthening ministry is operational. We 
have added three field pastors and three field counselors 

trained in our field counseling program to better care for 
families of reintegrated children. We believe this is an 
important work to increase the successful results of children 
staying with their families, to prevent more from running away, 
and to better share the life-changing gospel of Jesus within 
these children’s communities. Please pray for these ministers 
of the gospel, that they will be well received by the chiefs, 
families, and communities.

In 2021 we are also finally beginning to open family counseling 
offices in Lodwar and Nakuru. We have the funding for these 
offices and are continuing to seek the financial provision for a 
full Agape Model (Rescue, Rehab, Redemption, Reintegration) 
campus in Nakuru where 900 children are currently living 
on the streets. There is still a need for monthly operational 
funding. We currently have approximately $6,800 in monthly 
commitments, praise the Lord, and will need an additional 
$18,000 to cover all the costs of an Agape campus in Nakuru. 

There are two churches willing to help and moving forward to 
raise support for the new center in Nakuru. We will need more 
support, and I believe the Lord is already lining it up for this 
additional campus. Please pray for the needed funding.

A final word of praise! God richly supplied all the funding 
Agape needed to meet the challenges of 2020. Against all 
odds, 2020 was our best year in terms of financial support. Is 
our God not great? Has He not provided “pressed down, shaken 
together and running over” even in a Covid year? He can do this 
because He is the mighty God! And, “He will supply all your 
needs according to his riches in Christ Jesus.” Give thanks and 
please pray that we at Agape will serve 
well. Sharing the gospel, discipling, loving 
our children and their families, doing what 
is best for each individual child, and doing 
all things for the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Never stop praying for Agape and each 
other, for prayer is our source of the power 
found only in Jesus. ▄

NEVER STOP PRAYING
by Wesley Corbitt, Executive Director



Mailing Address: 
Name:   __________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________ 

City:  _____________________________________ State: _________  

Zip: _________________ Phone: _____________________________ 

E-mail Address: ___________________________________________  

  Yes! I would like to receive newsletters by e-mail. 
Save a stamp.  Donate online: agapechildren.org  

 Payment Type:  

 Check  
 Money Order  
 

Please make payable to:   
 

Agape Children’s Ministry 
 PO Box 5062 

Modesto, CA 95352-5062 
 

 Credit Card 
  Visa         Mastercard 
 

See reverse for Credit Card 
Information or to set up Automatic 
Payments. 

 

Debit/Credit Card Authorization 
   Visa         Mastercard 

Name on Card:______________________________________ 

Number:__________-__________-__________-___________ 

Exp. Date: _________/_________ V Code: _______________ 

Billing Zip 
Code:_________________________ 

Please deduct a one time gift of $___________ 
Please deduct:$________________ monthly 
 Monthly on the 5th or 20th (circle one) 
 For ______ months 

 Until I contact you to discontinue 
Effective date:__________________________ 

I/we hereby authorize Agape Children’s Ministry to initiate charges and to initiate, if necessary, adjustment entries  
for any errors to my/our bank account listed here. This authority will remain in force and effect until Agape Children’s 
Ministry has received written notification from me/or either of us, of its termination in such time and in such manner  
as to afford Agape Children’s Ministry a reasonable opportunity to act on it. 

Automatic Bank Debit (ACH) 
Bank Name:  ___________________________________   Branch:  ________________________ 
   
City: ________________________________________ State: _______ Zip: __________________ 
   
Transit/ABA No. ___________________________  Account No. ___________________________ 
   
Please deduct $_________ monthly on 5th / 20th (circle one)  Effective date:__________________ 
 

**Please include a check marked VOID with this completed form** 

______________________________________           _______________________ 

  (Authorized Signature)                        (Date) 

It is Agape Children’s Ministry ’s policy to endeavor to abide by Donor intent or designated preference as to how a contribution will be utilized.  In accordance with IRS Regulations, Agape 
Board of Directors has final control and discretion in how all non-restricted funds are used in pursuit of Agape’s established tax exempt purpose. 

Total:  $________

Ministry Support for:  
 General Fund 
 Reunite a Family 
 Kitanda Project 
 Jonathan & Andrea Dowell 
 Diana Hallett  
 Cheryl Insua 
 Ryan & Tamarah McIntire 
 Chris & Tammy Page 
 

$_________ 

$_________ 

$_________ 

$_________ 

$_________ 

$_________ 

$_________ 

$_________ 


