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DIANA’S
A story of Forgiveness and Redemption:
Sitting in my office on the Agape Campus, a cacophony of sounds
rings in my ears. There is a clanging and banging in the distance,
the work of men making metal trunk boxes that are most
commonly used for storing luggage in schools and campuses.
Distant chatter can be heard from among the staff dotted around
the campus, hiding under the trees from
the heat of the Kisumu sun, enjoying
a cup of chai together. And there are
shouts of joy as the ball flies into the
net over on the field from the boys (and
some girls) who are having fun playing a
game of football.
Today we have nearly 60 children here
on the Kisumu campus; they come and
go almost daily. One little boy recently
left and took a small piece of my heart
with him. I would love to tell you about
him in this month’s newsletter; his name
is John. Picture a small boy who looks
about 7, is always smiling and runs and
meets you with such joyful glee. It is
hard to imagine what he is doing at
Agape.
When I first met John, he was sitting
on the floor of the Covid isolation room
with his knees tucked under his chin
and with such pain in his eyes. His t-shirt was pulled down over
one shoulder revealing raw, red, burnt skin; my heart ached with
sadness. But I managed to smile, to focus on his face and not his
pain and prayed, “Please God, help me to know how to respond
in this moment.” I later found out that John was new on campus,
and we were awaiting results of his recent Covid tests; hence, he
was on his own in the room. The story of what had happened to
him was yet to unfold. He was at Agape, for now he was safe, he
would be cared for and loved. And one day, he would go home.
Let’s unfold the story:
John is in fact 9 years old, and he is the 5th child, born out of
wedlock. He lives with his biological mother and stepfather and
was rescued from the police station by Agape, where he had
been taken following suspected abuse from his stepfather (the
police station is not a safe place for children in Kenya).
John quickly adapted and began to participate fully in life at
Agape, embracing time in school lessons and especially in a
class called “Reasons to Believe” where children hear the Gospel
message, often for the first time.
Frequently questioning about who this God is, it became
apparent that John wanted to know more. Classes took on more
of a discipleship teaching, followed by a period of further oneto-one with one of our Pastors, Nemwel, where John received
direction and answers to his enquiring mind. As John learnt of
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Christ’s love and sacrifice, he learnt that forgiveness is possible.
But most importantly John trusted in Jesus and chose to receive
God as his Father in heaven, a Father who is Love, good and
perfect and would never hurt him, a Father he could truly trust.
From my perspective I saw this little boy change on an almost
daily basis. I could see the light in his eyes returning and the
joy in his steps as he would run to greet
me on arrival to campus in the mornings.
His whole demeanour was changing, and
this was evident in his behaviour. He
was not only healing from his physical
wounds but also emotional. Often found
helping around the campus, mopping the
classroom floor and sharing the Gospel
with his peers, John was walking in
freedom in Christ, and this exuded from
him.
Meanwhile the Child Welfare team were
working closely with the family, piecing
together his story back home. It seems
that John was physically assaulted by the
stepfather. The man was subsequently
arrested and if justice is done, he will go
to trial in court. John’s mother visited him
at Agape, and during this time he shared
with her that he had forgiven both her
and his stepfather for what had happened
at the home and at this same time he
began to share about his newly found faith with his mother. The
impact of this gesture of forgiveness opened her heart to know
more and she also subsequently received Christ into her life!
Double Redemption!
Agape gave John time and space to recover. He received
counselling from trauma, he continued his studies in class, he
loved playing football, and he began a personal relationship with
God. He was now ready to go home, to be reunited with his
mother and siblings, and return to school in the community. The
family have subsequently relocated to a new home where they
will build a new life together in a safe environment (away from
the stepfather). Both mother and son will continue to receive
ongoing support from the Agape team as they now rebuild their
life together.
When John left Agape, he was a very different little boy to the
one who first arrived three months earlier. He had been Rescued,
Rehabilitated, Reintegrated, and Redeemed. This is just one story
of many children who come through the gates of Agape broken,
hurt, discouraged and in desperate need of love. Every story is
different, every child is unique, and everyone deserves the chance
of a loving family home. John now has that chance.
Please pray for the children at Agape campuses in Kisumu,
Kitale, and those who over the years have been successfully
reintegrated back home.

I give you my love, Diana

THE SITUATION IN NAKURU
by Ryan McIntire, Nakuru Director

Agape is heading into a challenging and exciting season. Our
family spent the first week of November in Nakuru, the intended
location of the next Agape campus. The purpose was to scout
out housing, look for Agape office space, meet with government
stakeholders, and network with other institutions working with
the vulnerable population in the area.
As we spend time going to meetings, it is
becoming apparent that there are very few, if any,
organizations in Nakuru focusing on street children
in the same manner as Agape; that is, focusing on
rehabilitation and family reunification. We have
found organizations fighting against gender-based
violence, equipping parents of special needs
children, helping street youth (18-30 y/o) get
skills training and find work, caring for abandoned
babies, and about a dozen organizations focusing
on long term children’s home type care. All are
very important callings, but there is a gap in a
critical care area for children to fall through.
When Agape sent a team to Nakuru in December
2019 to conduct a street count, it revealed around
900 children on the streets. At that time, we found a drop-in
center being operated in the Bondeni Social Hall. Basically, a
place where children and youth living on the streets can come to
get a meal, take a shower, and wash their clothes. But even this
does not seem to be operating any longer.
Obviously, we have a lot to learn about Nakuru. It is a decentsized city with challenges that will be new to Agape. And we
expect much will be revealed in the coming months as we
continue to network with stakeholders and conduct another
street count in early December. We may find other organizations
engaging children on the streets and getting them home. We
hope we do. In these early stages of data gathering, we are
seeing confirmation for our decision to follow the Lord’s leading
in expanding Agape’s services to the communities in and around
Nakuru. There is an immense need for someone to work directly
with the children on the streets here; to help them get off the
streets.

The Lord has also confirmed His call for Agape to come to
Nakuru through partners in the United States that have been
feeling the prompt as well. God seems to be mobilizing churches
and individuals, burdening their hearts for the brokenness that
we are seeing in this city. We have partners giving, we have
partners praying, we even have partners coming to visit Nakuru,
to see the need and bring the vision back to their congregations
and networks back home. There is a long way to go. We are in
the infancy stages. Only a handful of bricks have been laid for
this project, but we believe that God is the architect and the
builder. That the blueprint
will continue to be revealed
at the proper time, and the
bricks will come as they are
needed. Our job is to be
obedient and trust in His
plan.
In the beginning I said that
we are entering an exciting
and challenging season; we
are so grateful that we are
not entering alone! May the
Lord go before us and with
us. In the coming months
our Nakuru start-up team,
including our family, will be making multiple trips from Kisumu
and Kitale to prepare the way. Please pray for safety in all the
traveling. Pray for favor in government relationships. Pray that our
staff find good housing for them and their families. Pray that God
would supply us with a faith-filled and passionate team. Pray that
we would be seeking the Lord in all our planning. Pray for donors
to come alongside and financially support this project. And most
of all, pray that the hearts of the vulnerable children and families
here in Nakuru would be softened to hear and receive the gospel.
We have faith that God will bring restoration to many in Nakuru
in the coming season.▄

TWO EASY WAYS to
Automate your Giving
Set up a monthly donation online at
agapechildren.org/donate by hitting the
“make it monthly” checkbox when you
donate. Cancel any time!
Or, set up an automatic monthly ACH debit
or credit card donation by calling our office
(209) 543-9255.
Did you know you can receive your monthly
statements by email? Just call us to let us
know, or write a note on your giving slip.

Agape Children’s Ministry
PO Box 5062
Modesto, CA 95352
209.543.9255
Agapechildren.org
agapekids@agapechildren.org

Payment Type:

Ministry Support for:
 General Fund

$_________

 Check

 Reunite a Family

$_________

 M oney Order

 Kitanda Project

$_________

Please make payable to:

 Jonathan & Andrea Dowell $_________
 Diana Hallett

$_________

 Cheryl Insua

$_________

 Ryan & Tamarah McIntire

$_________

 Chris & Tammy Page

$_________

Agape Children’s Ministry
PO Box 5062
Modesto, CA 95352-5062
 Credit Card
 Visa

Mailing Address:
Name: __________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________ State: _________

 M astercard

See reverse for Credit Card
Total: $________ Information or to set up Automatic
Payments.

Zip: _________________ Phone: _____________________________
E-mail Address: ___________________________________________
 Yes! I would like to receive newsletters by e-mail.

Save a stamp. Donate online: agapechildren.org

Automatic Bank Debit (ACH)

Debit/Credit Card Authorization

Bank Name: ___________________________________ Branch: ________________________
City: ________________________________________ State: _______ Zip: __________________
Transit/ABA No. ___________________________ Account No. ___________________________
Please deduct $_________ monthly on 5th / 20th (circle one) Effective date:__________________
**Please include a check marked VOID with this completed form**

I/we hereby authorize Agape Children’s Ministry to initiate charges and to initiate, if necessary, adjustment entries
for any errors to my/our bank account listed here. This authority will remain in force and effect until Agape Children’s
Ministry has received written notification from me/or either of us, of its termination in such time and in such manner
as to afford Agape Children’s Ministry a reasonable opportunity to act on it.
______________________________________
(Authorized Signature)

_______________________
(Date)

It is Agape Children’s Ministry’s policy to endeavor to abide by Donor intent or designated preference as to how a contribution will be utilized. In accordance with IRS Regulations, Agape
Board of Directors has final control and discretion in how all non-restricted funds are used in pursuit of Agape’s established tax exempt purpose.

 Visa

 Mastercard

Name on Card:______________________________________
Number:__________-__________-__________-___________
Exp. Date: _________/_________ V Code: _______________

Billing Zip
Code:_________________________
Please deduct a one time gift of $___________
Please deduct:$________________ monthly


Monthly on the 5th or 20th (circle one)


For ______ months



Until I contact you to discontinue

Effective date:__________________________

