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Remams a Mystery

by Cheryl Insua, Academic Coordinator

When my work tasks involve spending time in Agape *William. (name changed)
classrooms, | always leave with a huge smile. Here is one

cuch occasion] William is 6 years old. He had been found wandering alone

in Kitale town, and was brought to the police station by a

A little boy eagerly bounced into the classroom, the responsible citizen. In turn, William was brought to Agape
youngest child in the room by a few years. Instead by the police, for home tracing . B
of taking a seat like the others, this little boy walked and reunification with family. PR

confidently over to the alphabet chart on the wall,

seizing the opportunity to step into the role of teacher.
Pointing to one letter at a time, he led his classmates in a
boisterous "back and forth" recitation of letter names and
sounds! His teacher, Consolata, looked on with pride, as
apparently just a few weeks ago, this boy wanted nothing
to do with the alphabet, much less sit in class! After a
minute or two, Consolata thanked the boy, which put a
big smile on his face, ending the "spontaneous review
session" and marking the beginning of class. It was the
sweetest thing to witness — a child's sense of pride in
an academic accomplishment, and a teacher's patient and
loving care. Let me tell you a bit of his story, I'll call him

In gathering preliminary
information, William told his
Child Welfare Officer that
someone had put him on a
"piki" (motorcycle taxi) and
sent him to Kitale town to
visit someone called "Mama
Jane." It was thought that
perhaps "Mama Jane" might
be a relative, although William
didn't say so. Or, perhaps,
there was no "Mama Jane,"
and the boy was sadly being




abandoned. Nevertheless, a multi-week search was on with
William in tow, to find anyone in surrounding villages who
recognized William or had heard of anyone called "Mama
Jane." As a sidenote, in Kenyan culture a woman is often

“The only other clue
William provided was also a
mystery."

referred to in relation to her firstborn child. So "Mama Jane"
might be a woman with a firstborn daughter named Jane. In
the end, this lead turned into nothing but a dead end.

The only other clue William provided was also a mystery. He
claimed that he had attended school at Go Down Primary,
which seemed very odd to everyone. You see, a "Go Down"

in Kenya refers to a warehouse, and is a highly unlikely name
for a school. Regardless, thinking it might be a nickname,
William's Child Welfare Officer inquired everywhere about the
possibility of a school being held in a warehouse. Similarly,
this clue was also a dead end.

So what do you do when you've reached a dead end?

As Agape Senior Leaders, we meet weekly to discuss
operations - including difficult child cases for brainstorming
and prayer. A few weeks ago, William's case was brought up
and someone had an "out-of-the-box" idea. Why not approach
the local radio station to purchase airtime to share William's
story? And that is exactly what happened, but as of yet, no
one has contacted us about William. We will try again in a
few weeks!

Given that William has now been on campus for several

Children
Reunited

months, we urgently seek God's wisdom on a way forward. At
his age, it's important that he begins in the Kenyan education
system, so as not to fall behind. While never a first choice,
sometimes foster care, where an Agape staff member (and
their family) cares for the child, is in order, while we continue
to search for the child's family. Will you join us in praying for
William? Ultimately, for him to be settled into school and
family, whether biological or foster?

Thank you for your ongoing support and prayers for Agape! If
there is anything you would like us to pray over, please let us
know! Simply write your request on the back of your giving
slip and send in the included envelope!

In Christ Alone, W bQMa.a, -

From Southern California,
Cheryl retired from a career
in education in June 2019.
She is excited to serve in
whatever way the Lord leads,
including supporting the
teaching staff. She currently
serves as the Academic
Coordinator for all three
campuses.
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Payment Type:
O Check
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Please make payable to: MINISTRY
Agape Children’s Ministry Mailing Address:
PO Box 5062 Name:
Modesto, CA 95352-5062

Address:
O CreditCard City: State:
O Visa 0O Mastrcard Zip: Phone:

E-mail Address:

See reverse for Credit Card . ) .
Information or to set up Automatic O Yes! I would like to receive newsletters by e-mail.

Payments. Save a stamp. Donate online: agapechildren.org

Automatic Bank Debit (ACH)
Bank Name: Branch:
City: State: Zip:
TransiABA No. Account No.
Please deduct $ monthly on 5th / 20th (circle one) Effective date:

**Please include a check marked VOID with this completed form*
I/'we hereby authorize Agape Children’s Ministry to initiate charges and to initiate, if necessary, adjustment entries
for any errors to my/our bank account listed here. This authority will remain in force and effect until Agape Children’s
Ministry has received written notification from me/or either of us, of its termination in such time and in such manner
as to afford Agape Children’s Ministry a reasonable opportunity to act on it.

(Authorized Signature) (Date)

It is Agape Children’s Ministry’s policy to endeavor to abide by Donor infentor designated preference as to how a contribution will be utiized. In accordance with IRS Regulations, Agape
Board of Directors has final control and discretion in how all non-restricted funds are used in pursuit of Agape’s established tax exempt purpose.




