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(Continued on reverse)

Above: A mom showers her once-lost 
daughter with love

As someone who visited Agape, I was recently asked, “What is 
the story of Agape?”

Upon reflection, my answer, in short, might be this: Agape does 
the hardest thing, because it’s the best thing. 

Here’s the longer version: Close your eyes and see an eleven-
year-old boy on the streets of Kenya. One of many, his name 
could be anything––but we’ll call him Peter. 

Peter’s eyes vacillate between the wild, reality-driven terror of 
his situation and the numb stupor of sniffing shoe glue––the 
cheapest and most dangerous drug available to street kids. 

Why is he on the streets? Again, it could be any number of 
reasons. Poverty. Not enough food to go around at home. An 
abusive step parent or family member who makes him feel 
unsafe. A rebellion against the amount of work he has to do at 
home to help his family survive. 

In no world should he be on the streets, grafted into a 
community of other street kids, where the poverty and abuse 
will likely only increase. But the reality is, there he is. There are 
many more like him, and the future for them is incredibly bleak–
–a life of addiction and theft that will be severely punished in 

a country where it’s not unheard of for thieves to be beaten to 
death on the street. 

Obviously, Peter being on the streets is a big problem. And big 
problems have very complicated solutions.

Because what does he actually need? Food––of course. Clean 
water––obviously. Shelter and provision––yes. Protection––
absolutely.

All of those things would help profoundly. And in some cases, 
a kid like Peter may need a new family. But kids deserve to be 
raised in their biological families whenever possible. 

Above and beyond immediate needs, what Peter truly needs 
is for someone to come alongside him and ask, “Wait, why did 
this 11-year-old run away from home in the first place?” And 
then for that person––that organization––to do the incredibly 
involved work of finding out why and if there is any possible way 
he can be healthily reintegrated with a trustworthy adult in his 
biological family.

What Peter needs is for someone to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus. To be the ultimate Good Samaritan and come to him in 
the pit of his despair and say, “Hi, my name is ______ and I work 
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for Agape. Would you like to come and have a safe place to stay, 
and three good meals a day while we try to find someone in your 
family who can take care of you?” 

The kids don’t always say yes. But many of them do, and they are 
brought off the dangerous streets into a compound with trained 
counselors who become an advocate and shield for them. Who 

share the gospel with them. Where cooks serve up delicious 
meals of rice, stewed meat, potatoes, chapati (flatbread), and 
most days even mandazis (doughnut-like pastries). 

These kids have their bodies and their souls nourished, their 
deepest spiritual needs attended to, while social workers go out 
in the surrounding cities and villages to find out what needs their 
families have. What physical and spiritual needs are there in the 
home, and what can be done to get that child back with someone 
in their biological family. 

While all of this complicated, involved work is happening, 
something else typically happens there on campus. The eyes that 
were once drugged and dull, almost like those of the living dead, 
become lively again. Day by day, a childlike sparkle begins to 
return. 

You start to hear laughter again. Not the jaded and cynical adult 
kind, but the childlike kind, appropriate for their age. 

You hear many of them give their lives to Jesus, admitting both 
their need for a Savior and for ultimate hope in this world. 

The air on the inside of Agape compounds is different. You can 
almost feel the stench of death abating, the darkness retreating 
before the glorious light of Christ. 

And when the time is right, for most of these kids, there comes 
a day when they are taken back to their family––or someone 
in their family––after things have been addressed and healed 
appropriately. Quite literally, as Paul talks about in 2 Corinthians, 
“a ministry of reconciliation.” 

It’s beautiful and God-honoring and tear-inducing and celebratory. 

And, on the very same day a staff member walks the streets and 
meets a new Peter––a new Sally–––looks into their glazed over 
eyes and says, “Hi, my name is ______, and I work at Agape.” 

And the cycle starts all over again. 

Because it’s the most needed thing. And these kids deserve every 
ounce of the effort required. 

This, I learned as I toured Kisumu and Kitale with Agape 
Children’s Ministry, is the story of Agape. 

That many times the most worthwhile thing to do is also the 
most costly. The most involved. 

That the hardest thing to do is often the best thing. The most 
needed. 

This is reflected in the story of the gospel. The need of our sin 
was so great that Christ had to do the most costly thing––take 
on human flesh, live a perfect life, die a painful sacrificial death, 
and rise to save us. 

Agape is living that out in a place where it is sorely needed, and I 
could not have been more impressed and inspired. 

I’m so thankful Agape is doing the hardest thing, because it’s the 
best thing. And it’s bearing so much fruit. ▄

By Pastor Brandon Clements

Midtown Fellowship Church, Lexington, SC

“You start to hear laughter 
again. Not the jaded and cynical 
adult kind, but the childlike kind, 
appropriate for their age.”

Brandon is one of the teaching pastors at Midtown 
Fellowship. He visited Agape in Kenya with some of his 
members to share with our staff and see the work first 
hand. We are so grateful for his visit and sharing our 
story. 

For the story of rescue and reconciliation to continue 
we need our Lord to improve our financial support. We 
are currently projecting an operating deficit for 2025 of 
$300,000. Would you share our story with your church 
and friends and encourage them to partner with us in 
doing the hard work of the gospel? And, if the Lord has 
blessed you would you prayerfully consider an extra 
gift for Agape in December so that…

We may continue to “do the hardest thing, because it 
is the best thing!”

Love and Blessings,

Agape Children’s Ministry
PO Box 5062

Modesto, CA 95352
209.543.9255

Agapechildren.org
agapekids@agapechildren.org

Wesley and Pam Corbitt
Executive Director
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Name:   __________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________ 

City:  _____________________________________ State: _________  

Zip: _________________ Phone: _____________________________ 

E-mail Address: ___________________________________________  

  Yes! I would like to receive newsletters by e-mail. 
Save a stamp.  Donate online: agapechildren.org  

 Payment Type:  

 Check  
 Money Order  
 

Please make payable to:   
 

Agape Children’s Ministry 
 PO Box 5062 

Modesto, CA 95352-5062 
 

 Credit Card 
  Visa         Mastercard 
 

See reverse for Credit Card 
Information or to set up Automatic 
Payments. 

 

Debit/Credit Card Authorization 
   Visa         Mastercard 

Name on Card:______________________________________ 

Number:__________-__________-__________-___________ 

Exp. Date: _________/_________ V Code: _______________ 

Billing Zip 
Code:_________________________ 

Please deduct a one time gift of $___________ 
Please deduct:$________________ monthly 
 Monthly on the 5th or 20th (circle one) 
 For ______ months 

 Until I contact you to discontinue 
Effective date:__________________________ 

I/we hereby authorize Agape Children’s Ministry to initiate charges and to initiate, if necessary, adjustment entries  
for any errors to my/our bank account listed here. This authority will remain in force and effect until Agape Children’s 
Ministry has received written notification from me/or either of us, of its termination in such time and in such manner  
as to afford Agape Children’s Ministry a reasonable opportunity to act on it. 

Automatic Bank Debit (ACH) 
Bank Name:  ___________________________________   Branch:  ________________________ 
   
City: ________________________________________ State: _______ Zip: __________________ 
   
Transit/ABA No. ___________________________  Account No. ___________________________ 
   
Please deduct $_________ monthly on 5th / 20th (circle one)  Effective date:__________________ 
 

**Please include a check marked VOID with this completed form** 

______________________________________           _______________________ 

  (Authorized Signature)                        (Date) 

It is Agape Children’s Ministry ’s policy to endeavor to abide by Donor intent or designated preference as to how a contribution will be utilized.  In accordance with IRS Regulations, Agape 
Board of Directors has final control and discretion in how all non-restricted funds are used in pursuit of Agape’s established tax exempt purpose. 

Ministry Support for:
□ General Fund		 $		
□ Reunite a Family	 $
□ Diana Hallett		  $
□ Cheryl Insua		  $
□ Chris & Tammy Page	 $

		  Total	 $


